INVITATION TO THE IPB WORLD CONGRESS - BERLIN

Political confrontation and arms build-up are omnipresent worldwide. In
2015, the combined military budgets of the world’s governments totalled
$1,800 billion. In the same year, 900 million people suffered from hunger.
Every day, 10,000 children die of curable diseases. Social inequalities are
rising.

Against this backdrop, we have to ask ourselves: Why, in the face of these
global challenges, are billions of dollars wasted by investing into new

military technology and weapons? Why are social, humanitarian and ecological
projects still shockingly underfunded? Why is this money not used to foster
peace and security worldwide?

Undoubtedly, disarmament must be put on the international agenda!

From September 30th until October 2nd 2016, the International Peace Bureau
(IPB) will therefore hold the World Congress on military and social spending
at the Technical University of Berlin. Under the title “Disarm! For a

Climate of Peace — Creating an Action Agenda”, the Congress will focus on
the current global militarization trend leading to (ever new) wars as

opposed to the need for a real global transformation. To bring about social
change and create a culture of peace major re-allocations of military
expenditures from all states of the world are necessary. In pursuing a
thorough re-allocation policy, billions of US dollars could be invested to
mitigate the climate change, encourage sustainable development, fund
humanitarian projects and promote social justice.

The Congress builds on IPB’s many years of work on the theme of ‘Disarmament
for Sustainable Development’ and aims to establish an Action Agenda for
Peace that encourages the balanced and fair distribution of the world’s
resources.

Among the many distinguished speakers will be the Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Tawakkol Karman from Yemen, the laureate of the “Right Livelihood Award”,
Vandana Shiva, prominent economists like James Galbraith and Samir Amin, the
President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), Saber H. Chowdhury, the
President of the Pugwash Conferences on Science and World Affairs, Jayantha
Dhanapala, the secretary general of ITUC, Sharan Burrow, and the former
director general of UNESCO, Federico Mayor Zaragoza.

The provisional, already quite extensive program is available on
http://www.ipb2016.berlin/program/program-structure/.

Also, please check out the program of the IPB Youth Gathering taking place
on September 29th and 30th as well as on October 2nd, 2016
(https://www.ipb2016.berlin/youth/engage-in-the-youth-gathering/). The Youth
Gathering aims at discussion and exchange and will hopefully be a first step
towards a platform of young activists for peace and against militarism.

The organisers of the congress confront the world of war with a clear vision
of a world of peace and cooperation. But to bring about the intended
transformation, the commitment of each and every one of us is needed.

Don’t hesitate, register now and join the event!

The registration form is available at
https://www.ipb2016.berlin/event/ipb-world-congress-berlin/.
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More information on the Congress may be found on our official website
(https://www.ipb2016.berlin/),

on our facebookpage (https://www.facebook.com/IPBcongress2016/)

and facebook eventpage (https://www.facebook.com/events/1457282777925108/).

See also: www.ipb.org and www.gcoms.org
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