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IALANA General Assembly 2016 
 
  

Friday, 15th April, Public Event  
16:30 to 18:30, Lausanne, university 
 
Welcome: Daniel Rietiker 
Speakers: 

- Louse Doswald Beck: nuclear deterrence and the prohibition of the use of force  
- Phon van den Biesen: Marshall Island Case 
- Ambassador Thani Thongphakdi (tbc): open ended working group on nuclear 

disarmament 
Moderation: Peter Becker and Peter Weiss 

 
18.30: small reception 
The evening is free 
 

Saturday, 16th April, General Assembly of IALANA 
10:00 to 18:30, Lausanne, university 
 
10:00 to 12:30 
Evaluation of IALANA's anti-nuclear strategy in the last decades: Successes? Failures? 
Lessons learnt? Consequences? 
 
Key words: a) lobbying within the UN-network; b) going to the ICJ;   c) Vancouver 
Declaration; d) going to national courts in different states; e) working with the 
network "Parliamentarians for Nuclear Nonproliferation and Disarmament"; f) cooperating 
with anti-nuclear, human rights, environmental networks and NGOs; g) assisting and 
defending actions of "civil disobedience";  h) other paths; i) forward looking and backward 
looking; j) ICAN; k) OEWG. 
Roundtable discussion with:  
Alyn Ware, Tarja Cronberg (PNND), Peter Becker, Kenichi Okubo 
 
12:30 to 13:30 Lunch at the university 
 
13:30 to 15:30 
Clarifying IALANAs position: The "self-defense-clause" in the Advisory Opinion of the ICJ  
 
8th of July 1996, General List No. 959: "However, in view of the current state of international 
law, and of the elements of fact at its disposal, the Court cannot conclude definitively 
whether the threat or use of nuclear weapons would be lawful or unlawful in an extreme 
circumstance of self-defense, in which the very survival of a State would be at stake." (no. 
105, Sect. (2) E). 
Moderator: Otto Jäckel 
Keynote speakers: 

- Peter Weiss (Lawyers Committee on Nuclear Policy, USA)  

- Dieter Deiseroth (IALANA, German Section)  
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- Daniel Rietiker (Switzerland)  

16:00 to 18:00 
Building a program of action - the further role of IALANA and its affiliates in RMI-case, 
OEWG, and other activities towards a nuclear weapons free world  
 
How can IALANA and its affiliates support and build around existing efforts to a nuclear 
weapons free world? What is the role of IALANA and its affiliates in the RMI-Case at the ICJ, 
the OEWG? 
General discussion with short statements by: 

- Phon van den Biesen 
- John Burroughs 
- Toshinori Yamada (Japan)  
- Pasquale Policastro 
- Barbara Gysi (Member of Swiss Parliament) (tbc) 
- Andi Nidecker (IPPNW Switzerland) 
- Kazue Mori (Japan) 

 
The first hour of the panel will focus on OEWG and RMI Cases at the ICJ, the second hour will 
include other activities.  
 
20.00 common Dinner 
 

Sunday, 17th April, Meeting of the Board of Directors of IALANA 
10:00 to 14:00, Lausanne, hotel in the city  

1. Election of officers 
2. Election of directors 
3. Status of staff in IALANA Office (Berlin); IALANA UN Office (New York); IALANA 

affiliates 
4. Finances 

a. report of Treasurer finances 2015 
b. budget 2016 
c. affiliate dues 
d. fundraising 

5. Implementation of IALANA program of action 
a. support for the Marshall Islands’ ICJ cases 
b. support for OEWG 
c. Geneva activities on 18 April, including proposals for OEWG (if 18 April 

activities are planned) 
d. celebration of 20th anniversary of ICJ opinion (if decided upon previous day) 
e. other IALANA activities (building on previous day’s discussion) 
f. activities of IALANA affiliates 
g. website 

Moderation: John Burroughs, Otto Jäckel 

short lunch in during the meeting 
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Monday, 18th April, Events in Geneva 
 
The International Association of Lawyers Against Nuclear Arms (IALANA) cordially invites you 
to  
 

1. Legal measures and actions for nuclear disarmament – dialogue with legal experts 
Monday April 18, 10:00 – 12:00 
Green Cross International 
9-11 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva 
IALANA, in conjunction with its 2016 Annual Assembly in Lausanne April 15-17, will 
hold a roundtable discussion with relevant civil society and international 
organisations based in Geneva. 

Topics: 
• Evaluation of legal measures for nuclear disarmament currently being discussed 

in the UN Open Ended Working Group on Taking Forward Multilateral Nuclear 
Disarmament; 

• Marshall Islands action in the International Court of Justice on the universal 
nuclear disarmament obligation; 

• Other legal actions or issues of interest to the roundtable participants. 
 
Please contact alyn@lcnp.org 
Phone +41 788 912 156  
 
  

2. Possible Meeting with NGOs.  
There are some very important ones in Geneva who have been very helpful 
partnering or co-sponsoring our events in Geneva, including World Future Council, 
Green Cross International (established by Mikhael Gorbachev), International Peace 
Bureau, Right Livelihood Foundation, World Council of Churches, Swiss IPPNW, Inter 
Parliamentary Union, ICRC, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies, Geneva Centre for Security Policy, Quaker UN Office, Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation, Pugwash, World Federalist Movement and the NGO Committee on 
Disarmament. 

  
Monday’s events will be prepared by Alyn.   
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